
While perusing the variety of flavoursome SRC candidates, the discerning student may note 
there is a referendum on. It is a referendum on the issue of Clean Energy. It is a referendum 
that concerns THE FUTURE OF LIFE ON THIS PLANET. It will ask you dear student, if your 
University should promote 
A) LIFE, or 
B) DEATH 
  
The sharpest among you may note the future of life itself is a very attractive proposal, “Whoa 
man” the canny student may go, “With one tick I can call on Gavin Brown, Vice Chancellor to 
purchase 20% renewable energy, reducing Sydney’s carbon emissions by 7,000 tonnes, 
thereby contributing to the health and happiness of all humanity on this planet?”  Such a 
student will be an all round premium individual. 
  
The truth is that Sydney University consumes a ludicrous amount of energy, all, 100%; every 
little smidgeon is sourced from burning filthy non-renewable coal. This process pumps 
52,000,000 kg of carbon emissions into our atmosphere every year. This is simply excessive, 
needless pollution, but don’t just believe me, last year Sydney was named and shamed by a 
state government energy order as one of the most inefficient energy users in the state. This 
legislation threatened a heavy fine if Sydney did not produce a plan to reduce their carbon 
emissions. 
  
The environment collective has a plan! 
“We know!” we said in perfect, somewhat suspicious unison, 
“To halt such looting and polluting, the university should invest in renewable energy. This will 
reduce Sydney’s toxic carbon emissions, bolster the renewable energy industry, and set a 
good example to the wider community!!” 
  
For over a year now we have been campaigning for Sydney to act on the sentiments outlined 
in its own environmental policy, especially the bit that says Sydney “is committed to the long 
range goal of maximum use of renewable energy sources”. 
  
So why hasn’t this happened? It isn’t that our proposal is too expensive, at $250,000 it is small 
change to a university expecting almost $135 million in profit next year. Further, at the January 
Senate meeting, our Vice Chancellor promised a startling $1 million dollar investment into 
renewable energy research. We can only assume the administration doesn’t believe it is a 
Universities role to act on climate change. 
  
However Universities all across the county have made some commitment to reducing their 
ecological footprint. Don’t let Sydney University be left behind! 
  
This is where the referendum comes in, Monash University in Melbourne committed to 
purchasing12.5% clean energy after an overwhelming “Yes” vote in a student referendum on 
the issue. A substantial yes vote places pressure on the administration to act now, before 
some of the more nasty effects of climate change (extreme weather, radical typhoons, 
cyclones, and all that fun stuff) set in.  
 
The students of today inherit the consequences of a million decisions like this one, to reduce 
climate change now, or to delay further. We will have to live with the mess we’ve made of our 
planet, so! Reclaim your future! Call on your university to act as it should, and VOTE YES TO 
A CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE! 
  
We are the planeteers, 
You can be one too - 
Ticking the boxes 
Is all you have to do. 


