
ENERGY REFERENDA - ʻYESʼ CASE 
 
 
VOTE ʻYESʼ in the Energy Referenda! This referendum has been organised by 
the GreenCampusNow campaign team, part of the SRC Environment Collective. 
In less than five hours, over 1,000 students signed the petition calling for this 
referendum, reflecting the massive student support for the campaign. This 
referendum will demonstrate student attitudes to the lack of University action on 
its contribution to climate change. We call for the University to make an official 
response to the referendum results and act on student demands. Please come to 
the student meeting on Friday 22nd September 1pm Front Lawns to find out the 
results of the referendum and demand a response from the University.   
 

1. Does our University have a responsibility to take action on climate 
change? 

 
YES! Climate change is one of the most urgent environmental and social issues 
of our generation. We have a closing window of opportunity to act to avoid the 
devastating effects of climate change. Sydney University consumes over $4 
million worth of electricity every year - 100% coal sourced. Australia is the 
highest per capita greenhouse gas-polluting country in the world, and 70% of 
Australiaʼs 268 million tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year comes from 
electricity generation. It is clear the University has an ethical obligation to 
confront its own role in fuelling climate change.  
 
Universities can and must lead the way in best environmental practice. The 
Universityʼs own Environmental Policy (2002) states it is “committed to 
environmental best practice … recognising its obligations both locally and 
globally, to present and succeeding generations”. Influential institutions like 
Sydney University can set a powerful example for government, businesses and 
individuals. 
 

2. Should our University commit to reducing its energy use, in order to 
reduce our impact on climate change? 

 
YES! Energy reduction is the basic building block of any strategic climate action 
plan. Sydney University is one of the top 200 users of energy in the state. It has 
already been targeted under the NSW Government Energy Action Plan to reduce 
its energy consumption or face financial penalties. The Universityʼs energy 
consumption has increased by over 60% in the last 16 years, increasing the 
Universityʼs greenhouse emissions from electricity consumption alone to over 
55,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide. This is the equivalent of emissions by 12,000 
cars. Energy increases are expected to be approximately 2% per annum, not 
including further increases from major building works like the Campus 2010 



project. The University must set and meet targets to reduce its energy use, 
immediately reducing its greenhouse emissions.  
 

3. Should our University commit to purchasing at least 20% 
GreenPower (the University currently purchases none)? 

 
YES! Sydney University must act to reduce its greenhouse emissions. By 
purchasing renewable energy through the accredited GreenPower scheme, the 
University will be directly investing in renewable energy infrastructure and making 
it a more viable market. This industry needs support in order for it to compete 
with the huge government subsidies for the fossil fuel industry - $8-9 billion for 
coal and petroleum compared with $250 million for renewable energy.  
 
The GreenPower scheme supports the renewable energy market by increasing 
the amount of renewable energy available. The premium paid for GreenPower 
goes directly towards accredited renewable energy generators that produce the 
amount of GreenPower purchased by the consumer. The increased supply of 
renewable energy makes it more economically viable, as well as stopping 
demand for new coal-derived power. Renewable energy technology is viable 
now, but needs investment. 
  
Universities such as Monash and ANU purchase 10 and 15% GreenPower 
respectively. Financially, there is no excuse for Sydney University to lag behind. 
20% GreenPower will cost the University a mere $358,400 – $392,000 extra per 
year, a tiny fraction of the Universityʼs surplus budget – over $90 million in the 
last financial year.  
 

4. Should our University publicly declare its existing partnerships with 
the fossil fuel and nuclear industries? 

 
YES! Is the University hosting research for environmentally destructive 
technologies and training students to work for ʻclimate criminalʼ companies like 
BHP and Rio Tinto? There is a direct link between university research 
partnerships, and the companies responsible for climate change. Sydney 
University may be indirectly subsidising the fossil fuel industry – with public 
money and YOUR fees!  
 
University research and development into fossil fuel technologies artificially 
distorts the energy market in their favour, undermining progress towards 
renewable alternatives. As university geology and engineering departments 
devise ever more efficient ways of extracting coal, oil and gas, they boost the 
technological edge and competitiveness of the companies who benefit from their 
expertise. This helps keep fossil fuel prices low and renewable energy prices 



uncompetitive, and calls into question the role of universities as impartial centres 
of critical, intellectual enquiry and guarantors of the public good.  
 
A list of the Universityʼs partnerships with the fossil fuel and nuclear industries 
ensures students can make informed choices about what kind of research they 
will be supporting by choosing a particular course, and to increase academic 
accountability and transparency.  
 
www.greencampusnow.org 
 
VOTE ʻYESʼ for Clean Energy in the Energy Referenda!  
 
 


